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Abstract of JP2002291284 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method for 
detecting the current of a motor for detecting the current in 
each phase supplied to the motor by a single current detecting 
element, and a controller for the motor using the method. 
SOLUTION: When the phase current of the motor which is 
driven via a power converter unit for converting direct current 
into multi-phase alternate current is detected by performing 
on/off control of the plurality of switching elements being 
bridge connected according to a prescribed energizing 
pattern, the current detecting elements which generate a 
signal corresponding to the current value are connected to the 
direct current side of the power converter unit, and the 
prescribed energizing pattern is changed so that a signal 
corresponding to the phase current directly or indirectly is 
generated at the current detecting elements to detect the 
phase current of the motor based on the signals generated at 
the current detecting elements and the energizing pattern 
after the change of the pattern. The controller performs on/off 
control the plurality of switching elements based on the 
current value thus detected. 
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